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his contemporaries. Not a trace of the classic spirit survived inliis
writings. They related facts, and contained useful recipes. He was the
Encyclopaedia of die Middle Ages. And he too was a Mediterranean.
Thus, it was in the "Romania" of the South that this new
orientation of literature by the spirit of Christianity was effected.
Barbarous, perhaps, in its form, it was none the less vital and
influential. The Latin of this literature was the last kind of Latin
to be written like the spoken language, like the language of the
laity. For it was for the laity that all these clerics were writing,
and they abandoned the classic tradition in order that the laity
might understand them. The case was different in England, as
there Latin had been imported as a learned tongue, for the needs
of the Church, but no effort had been made to introduce it among
the people, whose language remained purely Germanic.
A time was to come when the clergy would once more make
use of a classic Latin. But by then this Latin would have become a
learned tongue, written only for Churchmen.
3. Art
After the invasions there was no perceptible interruption in the
artistic evolution of die Mediterranean region. Its art reveals the
continuation of diat process of orientalization which under the
influence of Persia, Syria and Egypt was becoming increasingly
manifest in the Empire.
There was an anti-Hellenistic reaction, which may be compared
with the romantic reaction against classic art, and which revealed
itself in die stylization of the figure, zoomorphy, and the love of
design and ornament and colour.
The West was by no means immune to this progressive orien-
talization. It became still more perceptible as commercial relations
with Syria, Egypt and Constantinople became more active.
The Syrian merchants engaged in the luxury trade were
responsible for disseminating Oriental goldsmiths* work and ivories,
from the 3rd century onwards, even as far afield as Great Britain.
The influence of the Church, like that of monasticism, tendecP
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